our grandfathers have made to medicine. Of these it gives a detailed, accurate and valuable record; perhaps we should -not expect it to provide a corrective which would help us to see the history of medicine in its true proportions. R Hematology is advancing so rapidly that it is difficult to find a book which covers all aspects of any one subject, and certainly rare to find one that attempts to correlate the morphology, biochemistry and physiology with the pathogenesis and manifestations of diseases of the red cell. This book attempts this difficult task and largely succeeds.
The red cell lends itself particularly to this approach because so many diseases are due to biochemical errors, and the chapters on porphyria and porphyrinuria and the hmmoglobinopathies, relating these to the abnormalities of ham and globin synthesis, make these diseases easier to understand. Although the clinical manifestations of most diseases are used to illustrate departure from the normal functioning of the red cell, there is an excellent chapter explaining the effects of anmeia in physiological terms.
The book is necessarily long and in some parts too complex; for example, the classification of the anemias, which is based on both physiology and morphology, occupies six pages, is repetitive and too extensive to be of real value.
It is written ostensibly for medical students although the author admits that it exceeds the 'ready grasp of the good student' and clearly it is really suitable only for the outstanding student. It has much more value as a reference book and a comprehensive introduction to anybody interested in a detailed study of the subject, for the latest evidence for any statement is presented, and there are over 2,000 references.
G HAMILTON FAIRLEY
Disorders of the Blood (Whitby and Britton) by C J C Britton MD(New Zealand) DPH 9th ed pp viii + 870 illustrated £5 London: J & A Churchill 1963 This is the standard British work on hamatology and fully deserves to maintain its place as a major work of reference on the evidence of this new edition.
Compressed within a structure which still echoes the purely descriptive phase of the study of the blood are the many recent advances in the knowledge of fundamental physiological and biochemical mechanisms. While a beginning has been made in the rearrangement of the subject matter there are, inevitably, some anachronisms. Thus iron deficiency, almost always associated with chronic bleeding, is dealt with in several different sections and undue prominence is given to 'idiopathic hypochromic anemia' by the retention of the original chapter heading.
The tendency to a more fundamental approach to blood disorders is shown by the replacement of two older plates by three new ones illustrating cytochemical techniques, the use of tritiated thymidine, and the sideroblastic anemias. Changes are to be found in almost every chapter, in each case with well-chosen references. As in the edition of five years ago, the major differences are in the sections dealing with the hemolytic anemias and the hlmorrhagic disorders. The inherited anomalies of heemoglobin, the haptoglobins, red cell enzymes, the autoimmune states, the early 'contact' phase of blood coagulation, and fibrinolysis are described in detail. In addition two virtually new chapters,,one on cytochemistry by Dr F G J Hayhoe and the other on blood serology by Dr G M Tovey, considerably enhance the authority of the work.
The standard of the production of the whole book is very high and, in particular, the quality of the paper has been improved. It can be confidently recommended to anyone interested in hematology, and it is essential for the practising hvmatologist.
PETER T FLUTE
Modem Trends in Obstetrics 3 edited by R J Kellar MBE FRCS FRCP FRCOG pp vii +238 illustrated 60s London: Butterworths 1963 This book will stimulate responsible obstetricians with up-to-date knowledge of various factors in relation to pregnancy and labour which cause concern in every obstetric unit.
The editor has encouraged Commonwealth colleagues to write on subjects in which they have particular interest and of which they speak with personal authority.
Professors are sometimes criticized for the impracticality of their approach. Although most of the contributors to this volume are professors, no such criticism is valid. The overall purpose is to assess the morbidity and mortality of childbirth as it affects both mother and childto attack the resistant 'hard core' and to indicate the shape of future advance. As such it is a practical and valuable guide to current thought and modern management.
DONALD FRASER
